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I would like to start by thanking my 

great friend, Andy Savvaides, for his 

service as President and by welcom-

ing him into his new (and incredibly 

important!) role as Immediate Past President. Andy has been 

the guiding light of our great organization for the past year.  Like 

Stephanie Roberge and Paul Slager before him, he has helped 

to smoothly navigate us though some fairly unsteady waters over 

the past year. But he has always done so with tremendous grace, 

intelligence, wit and common sense.  

 Through Andy’s leadership, and with the great assistance of 

our Legislative Team at Gaffney Bennett (Jay Malcynsky and Jeffrey 

“Zeke” Zyjeski), we had a tremendously successful legislative 

season. We were able to pass a Uniform Discovery Act that will 

make it simpler to perform important discovery in our and other 

states. We played a significant role in getting the Prison Debt Bill 

passed which will wipe out the great majority of “incarceration 

liens” making it easier for our members to resolve cases 

expeditiously and increasing the amount of lawful compensation 

our clients will receive for their harms and losses. We also were 

able to gain passage of a Municipal Liability Bill that would allow 

the pursuit of municipal negligence claims similar to those against 

the operators of state automobiles. While the Governor did veto 

that bill, we remain confident that we have created enough 

momentum on the issue to help us gain passage in the future. In 

addition, Andy, Jay and Zeke were able to fight off several efforts to 

create unfair immunities and to limit the common law rights of our 

clients.  

 Andy was also successful in getting us back together in person.  

He held the last Executive Committee and Board of Governors 

meetings in person. Both events were very well attended and 

gave us all a long- desired opportunity to see each other and 

“break bread” together. And, as we move forward to this new 

CTLA year, we fully intend to continue to gather in person as often 

as possible so we can continue to pursue and serve the mission of 

CTLA “to protect individual rights through fair laws and access 

to justice.” A huge Thank You goes out to Executive Director 

Joan Maloney, Director of Continuing Legal Education Katie 

Marino and Administrative Assistants Liz Nolan and Jane Nolan for 

perfectly executing our Annual Meeting at the Water’s Edge Resort 

on June 5-6. We had a great turnout of members and the perfect 

setting and weather only added to excitement of being together 

again for the first time in three years! What a great event!  

 We look forward to many, many other events together. 

We will have the CTLA Charity Softball Game which will benefit the 

Special Olympics. The CTLF Stephen G. Friedler Golf Tournament 

to benefit The HEROS Program in Pediatric Oncology. The CTLA 

Women’s Caucus will hold their annual charitable event. We will 

host many CLE programs. We will have Executive Committee 

meetings and Board of Governors meetings. And, of course, 

many of our substantive committees like Medical Malpractice, 

Membership, General Tort, CLE, Workers Compensation and Young 

Lawyers will continue to meet this year.  

I want to welcome my fellow officers: President-Elect Marisa Belair, 

Vice President Alinor Sterling, Treasurer Peter Dreyer, Secretary 

Cindy Robinson and Parliamentarian Patrick Kennedy. We have a 

tremendous group of trial lawyers who are fully committed to our 

cause. I am extremely fortunate to get to work side by side with 

such a great group of people.  

 My sincere hope is that we will continue to do our very best 

to “Return to Normal” as time moves on as it is my firm belief that 

we are Stronger Together. To do this, it will take a commitment 

from each and every one of our valued members to step up and 

join the fight! Please encourage colleagues to become members.  

Please continue to dedicate your financial resources to our 

mission. Please become involved and attend committee meetings.  

Please attend our great CLE programs. Please support our charity 

events. We need everybody rowing the boat!

 Thank you for everything that you do for CTLA. I am excited 

for the coming year. If I can assist you with any CTLA related issue, 

please call me on my cell phone (860) 930-4200.

Let’s Get To Work!    

It is an absolute honor to begin my term as President of the 
Connecticut Trial Lawyers Association. 


